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Weather

High 69° | Low 59°
A shower; not as warm.
Forecast, 4B

Head of Orthodox
Jewish school
misses hearing
TODAY, 3A

Back on the bench: Justices return to
courtroom for new term. 12A

The World’s MostThe World’s Most
Advanced MedicalAdvanced Medical
Alert SystemAlert System

Voice-Activated Call
for Help
Award-Winning 24/7
Emergency Call Center

OFFER CODE CARE20 • FREE SHIPPING!

CALL

Caregivers stay
connected and get
real time updates
in the app.

Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

GET PEACE OF MIND STARTING AT LESS THAN $1/DAY*
*For Mobile Companion. Plus One-Time Hardware Costs Starting at $99.99

Fall DetectionFall Detection Amplified ClarityAmplified Clarity
for Hearingfor Hearing
ImpairedImpaired

In-HomeIn-Home andand
On-the-GoOn-the-Go

$20 OFF20 OFF FIRST ORDER - FREE LOCKBOX!FIRST ORDER - FREE LOCKBOX!
RISK-FREE 30 DAY TRIALRISK-FREE 30 DAY TRIAL

Features Available on Select Systems onlyFeatures Available on Select Systems only

855.217.8639
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*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for

free. LeafGuard operates as Tri State LeafGuard in Pennsylvania under HICPA license number PA

126357, in New Jersey under NJDCA license number 13VH09010100, in Delaware under license

number LC8336, in Putnam County, NY under license number PC7286 and in Westchester

County, NY under license number WC-29388-H17.

SAY GOOD-BYE TO YOUR
OLD GUTTER PROBLEMS

R
S

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

• LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to clog or
we’ll clean it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy
attachment

$99 Installation
Does not include cost of material. Expires

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-
home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless
gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together.
Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within
the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value
if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States
Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided at presentation. Not
valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. See https://
www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA for gift card
restrictions. Expires

Receive a $25 Amazon gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

732.455.1904
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Rojas ousted as manager

Mets not picking up option
for 2022 on his contract. 1B

SURF CITY - Authorities have identified the two
people who were found dead at a borough residence
Sunday, victims of a “targeted attack,” Ocean County
Prosecutor Bradley D. Billhimer announced.

The two individuals have been identified as John
Enders, 87, of Surf City and Francoise Pitoy, 75, of
Manchester, according to the prosecutor’s office.

“As we stated earlier, both deaths are suspicious in

nature, but there is no danger to the public at this
time,” Billhimer said. “Our investigation indicates
this was a targeted attack against both decedents.”

The bodies of Enders and Pitoy were found at a
home on North Seventh Street.

Authorities ID victims
of ‘targeted attack’
Two found dead at Long Beach
Island residence on Sunday

Nicolas Fernandes and Joshua Chung
Asbury Park Press | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

More on mobile
Get instant news updates on your phone or tablet.
Download the free APP.com “app” for videos, photos
and more about local crime. Search “Asbury Park
Press” in the app store.

See VICTIMS, Page 4A

NEW YORK - The legalization of marijuana does not
lead to increased marijuana use among adolescents or
Black people in any age group, but it was a different
story for Hispanics and non-Hispanic white adults,
according to a wide-ranging study published in the
Journal of the American Medical Association last
week. 

Hispanics and non-Hispanic white adults reported
increased marijuana use on a monthly or yearly basis
after their states legalized weed, according to re-
searchers from the Columbia University Mailman
School of Public Health, who polled over 838,000
Americans in nine states before and after weed was
legalized in each.

Study eyes pot
legalization,
adolescent use
Report a counter to popular
talking point for opponents

Mike Davis Asbury Park Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See MARIJUANA, Page 5A

PERTH AMBOY – This waterfront community has
for long promoted its ties to America’s proud and rich
history.

But last week state, county and city officials took
time to recognize and remember ancestors from an ug-
ly period during the 17th and 18th centuries, when cap-
tive Africans were brought to the city’s shore.

New Jersey city
honors enslaved
African ancestors
Mayor says recognition is
‘uncomfortable, but necessary’

Suzanne Russell MyCentralJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See HONOR, Page 2A

ASBURY PARK - Through Kula Urban Farm, a plot
with gardens of fruits, vegetables, flowers and a hy-
droponic greenhouse, Interfaith Neighbors is build-
ing — and feeding — a community in the middle of
the city’s west side.

”In the 23 or so years that I’ve been here at Inter-

faith Neighbors, nothing has really captured the in-
terest of the local community as much as that farm
does,” said Paul L. McEvily, executive director. “As a
community engagement opportunity, it has been ter-
rific for us.”

The Kula Urban Farm opened on Atkins Avenue in
2015, an oasis of green built on the site of what was a 

Growing season

Matthias van Oosterhout and Lisa Bagwell, managers of Kula Urban Farm, pick collard greens in the North
Lot in Asbury Park. TANYA BREEN/ASBURY PARK PRESS

Kula Urban Farm receives grant to expand efforts
David P. Willis Asbury Park Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See GROWING, Page 2A
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Today is Tuesday, Oct. 5, the 278th
day of 2021. There are 87 days left in
the year. 

On this date: 

1931: Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Hern-
don completed the first non-stop
flight across the Pacific Ocean, arriv-
ing in Washington state some 41 hours
after leaving Japan.

1947: President Harry S. Truman deliv-
ered the first televised White House
address as he spoke on the world food
crisis. 

1953: Earl Warren was sworn in as the
14th chief justice of the United States,
succeeding Fred M. Vinson. 

1955: A stage adaptation of “The Diary
of Anne Frank” by Frances Goodrich
and Albert Hackett opened at the Cort
Theatre in New York. 

1958: Racially-desegregated Clinton
High School in Clinton, Tennessee,
was mostly leveled by an early morn-
ing bombing. 

1969: The British TV comedy program
“Monty Python’s Flying Circus” made
its debut on BBC 1.

TODAY IN HISTORY

David Lee Roth announces
retirement from music

David Lee Roth announced he will
be retiring from music.

The former lead sing-
er of rock band Van Ha-
len, 66, revealed the
news in a Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal article
Friday, saying he is
“throwing in the shoes”
and stepping back from
his prolific music career.

“This is the first, and only, official
announcement,” Roth said over the
phone in a conversation the outlet de-
scribed as “more a spoken-word per-
formance than interview.” “You’ve got
the news. Share it with the world.”

Roth added he is “not going to ex-
plain the statement” and that his five
upcoming shows at House of Blues Las
Vegas will be his last.

With Roth as the lead singer, Van
Halen released its self-titled debut al-
bum in 1978. But strains between Roth
and the band erupted after their 1984
world tour, and Roth left.

Morgan Wallen banned from
appearing at CMA Awards

For possibly the first time in the
CMA Awards’ 55-year history, one of
its nominees is expressly not invited to
the party: Morgan Wallen.

The Country Music Association
“will not be inviting Morgan Wallen to

appear” at the Novem-
ber ceremony, a CMA
spokesperson said.

The decision is yet
another consequence
for the 28-year-old’s ac-
tions at the start of the
year, when he was
caught on video using a

racial slur outside of his home in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. 

Despite this stance, one of the
night’s top prizes could still go to Wal-
len. He earned one nomination this
year for his “Dangerous: The Double
Album,” which is up for album of the
year. 

The Album of the Year nod is Wal-
len’s first nomination at any major
country awards show this year.

Emily Ratajkowski 
says Robin Thicke groped
her on ‘Blurred Lines’ set

Emily Ratajkowski says Robin
Thicke groped her bare breasts while
shooting the music video for his con-
troversial 2013 hit “Blurred Lines.” 

In an excerpt from the supermodel’s
upcoming book “My Body,” Ratajkow-
ski, 30, alleges that the incident oc-
curred when Thicke, 44, returned to
the set “a little drunk.” The passage
was reported Saturday by The Sunday
Times of London.

“Out of nowhere, I felt the coolness
and foreignness of a stranger’s hands
cupping my bare breasts from behind,”
she writes. “I instinctively moved
away, looking back at Robin Thicke. He
smiled a goofy grin and stumbled
backward, his eyes concealed behind
his sunglasses.”

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Roth

Wallen

low-slung ‘60s-style boarded-up motel.
The word Kula is thought to be Sanskrit
and translates as “community of the
heart,” McEvily said. 

Now Kula Farm is poised to leap for-
ward with the help of A Community
Thrives, the fundraising and grant-
making initiative from the Gannett
Foundation and the USA TODAY NET-
WORK, which includes the Asbury Park
Press and APP.com.

Interfaith Neighbors is a recipient of
a $100,000 national merit grant from A
Community Thrives to support Kula
Farm. Along with four other Monmouth
County nonprofits, the organization
also received a $5,000 grant for its
overall operations.

The $100,000 grant will help fund
one of Kula Farm’s major capital pro-
jects: the construction of a covered out-
door structure where the organization
can hold workshops and events. Cur-
rently, those activities occur inside the
greenhouse.

“The expansion of the current farm,
courtesy of this award, and probably
other donations, will just give us the
opportunity to have a bigger impact
within the community,” McEvily said.

Interfaith Neighbors was one of 16
nonprofits, and the only one in New Jer-
sey, that received national merit grants
from A Community Thrives.

“Interfaith Neighborhood’s Kula Ur-
ban Farms project was of interest to the
committee because its purpose of ex-
panding and improving its physical
plant fits squarely in the spirit of the
program,” said Sue Madden, director of
the Gannett Foundation.

“The multi-faceted community
building project will serve a historically
underserved neighborhood, enable
program expansion, provide communi-
ty convening space and contribute to
the organization’s sustainability.”

While small, (it’s just 200 by 50
square feet in size) Kula Farm produces
about 6,000 pounds of produce a year,
about a third of which is sold to Asbury
Park’s restaurants, such as Langosta
Lounge, Cardinal Provision and Water-
mark. The remainder goes to food pan-
tries in the neighborhood, including the
food pantry at Bethel AME Church next
door, and to individuals free of charge.

The farm also has a fully automated
hydroponic greenhouse where produce,
from various varieties of lettuce to en-
dive and kale, grows 365 days a year. 

Kula Farm serves Interfaith Neigh-
bors’ core mission and is a place to hold
community workshops, educational
classes with local school kids and farm-
to-table dinners. The new structure,
which will be located in the rear of the
farm near an existing shed, will give
those programs more space and move
them out of the greenhouse, said Ste-

phanie A. Ferrier, senior development
officer at Interfaith Neighbors.

“We’ll be able to increase the number
of community residents that we’re
serving with those community work-
shops, our youth STEM education that
we do at the farm and our farm-to-table
dinner series,” Ferrier said. “It will also
then free-up ... our growing space in-
side the greenhouse. It’s a double win.”

Other parts of the capital project,
which will be funded by others, include
the remodel of the shed to create a ca-
tering kitchen and add bathrooms, and
installing water lines.

Interfaith Neighbors is holding a
fundraiser cocktail party at 8 p.m. Oct.
15. Tickets are $50. You’ll find informa-
tion on the organization’s website or
email info@kulafarm.org.

Four other nonprofits at the Jersey
Shore each received a $5,000 award
from A Community Thrives to be used
to help fulfill their overall mission. They
are:

h Ladacin Network, Ocean Town-
ship. Ladacin provides care, including
educational, therapeutic, residential,
recreational and support services, to
infants, children and adults with phys-
ical and developmental disabilities or
delays.

h Lunch Break, Red Bank. Lunch
Break provides food, clothing, life skills
training and fellowship to those in need
in the greater Monmouth County area.

h Move For Hunger, Neptune. Move
for Hunger mobilizes the moving, relo-
cation and multifamily housing indus-
tries to collect unopened, nonperish-
able food from people who are moving
and delivers it to local food banks and
pantries across the United States and
Canada.

h Shore House, Long Branch. Shore
House is the only community-based,
non-residential, psycho-social reha-
bilitation and recovery day program for
adults living with serious mental illness
in New Jersey.

Lisa Bagwell, manager of Kula Urban Farm, picks vegetables at the Farm
Without Borders, an extension of Kula Urban Farm located on Springwood
Avenue in Asbury Park.

Growing
Continued from Page 1A

Matthias van Oosterhout, manager of Kula Urban Farm, picks lacinato kale as he
talks about the hydroponic system at the farm in Asbury Park.
PHOTOS BY TANYA BREEN/ASBURY PARK PRESS

An historic Middle Passage port
marker was unveiled Wednesday
morning near the city marina to em-
phasize Perth Amboy’s role in the trans-
Atlantic human trade, the forced trans-
porting of about 12 million captive Afri-
cans across the Atlantic Ocean from Af-
rica to the Americas, including many
who perished along the way.

The marker, located near the city’s
historic Ferry Slip, notes that near the
site enslaved Africans disembarked in
Perth Amboy, one of the main ports in
eastern New Jersey at that time. The
marker’s placement was selected based
on historical research of where captive
Africans arrived in the city.

One ship arrived with 240 enslaved
people, after leaving 17 dead at sea and
depositing 130 on the city’s shore, ac-
cording to the marker.

“Chained and tightly packed in dark,
filthy, stifling hot cargo holds, 12 million
endured ocean crossings that often
took months. During these voyages,
known as the Middle Passage, 2 million
people died from disease, malnutrition,
dehydration, abuse and suicide,” the
marker reads.

“Because the colony of New Jersey
imposed no tariff on the importation of
captive Africans, many traders disem-
barked their human cargo at this loca-
tion, avoiding taxation while supplying
buyers in New Jersey and other colo-
nies,” it reads.

New Jersey’s enslaved African pop-
ulation totaled 11,423 by 1790, and it was

the last northern state to adopt gradual
emancipation in 1804 and became a
major station of the Underground Rail-
road in 1854. Slavery was abolished in
1865 with the adoption of the 13 Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution, the
marker reads.

Perth Amboy was designated a “Site
of Memory” by the UNESCO Slave
Route Project in 2019.

The unveiling ceremony offered
prayers for unity, information about the
city’s history, recognition for those who
experienced the Middle Passage and
the reading of the names of 54 African
nations. Perth Amboy High School stu-
dents placed white carnations in the
water in remembrance of those who
died during the Middle Passage.

Perth Amboy is one of 55 document-
ed U.S. Middle Passage arrival sites.
The city’s marker project was initiated
by former Business Administrator Pa-
tricia Perkins who worked with Daniel
Cleaver, the city’s supervisor of build-
ings and grounds.

“Perth Amboy has an incredibly rich
history, and I’m proud to recognize our
African ancestors and their contribu-
tions to making Perth Amboy what it is
today,” said Mayor Helmin Caba. “I
hope that this historical marker will not
only educate the community about our
past, but also promote a more inclusive
Perth Amboy for all of our citizens.”

“This marker reminds us that Afri-
can people’s significant contributions
has shaped our city’s development and
culture,” he said. “Our residents and
visitors will pause in deep reflection af-
ter reading the marker, an uncomfort-
able, but necessary recognition of Perth
Amboy’s long history.”

The historic marker was made pos-
sible through a partnership with the
Middle Passage Ceremonies and Port
Markers Project Inc, Camden Historical
Society, Department of Education
Amistad Commission, Perth Amboy’s
City Historian, Historic Preservation
Commission, Office of the Mayor and
Department of Public Works.

Email: srussell@gannettnj.com 

A Middle Passage port marker was
unveiled last week along the Perth
Amboy waterfront in remembrance of
the city's role in trans-Atlantic human
trade of captive Africans.
COURTESY OF GEORGE BING

Honor
Continued from Page 1A


